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Over the past 60 years, civil society, together with governments, has played an increasingly important role in human 
development (e.g., poverty alleviation) and human rights.  Building on a foundation laid by Gandhi, Badshah Khan and their 
contemporaries, civil society has recently entered the field of human security (in its narrower meaning of safety/physical 
security and physical protection of threatened, vulnerable groups and individuals).  Much of the creative leadership in 
setting new global norms in these domains has come from civil society, from visionary pragmatists, individuals with the 
courage of their conviction that 'another world is possible'. 
 

The past 15 years have seen profound and rapid shifts in earlier-prevailing doctrines and perceptions, and these are 
beginning to reshape the organization of the post-Cold War world. New ideas about security, protection, sovereignty, the 
use of force, and the role of civil society have suddenly become part of the global discourse as a strong countervailing 
dynamic to unitary national initiatives and neo-colonialism, especially in the UN.  Human Security is the new and inclusive 
concept that brings together the agendas of basic human rights, freedom from want and freedom from fear, recognizing the 
intrinsic indivisibility of human development, rights and safety.  Protection of Civilians everywhere is now increasingly 
seen as a ‘humanitarian imperative’ (Kofi Annan) and figures prominently in UN Security Council debates.  It provides the 
foundation for peace building and development. The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) doctrine introduces the concept of 
‘sovereignty as responsibility’ (Deng) and, in case a government cannot or will not protect its own citizens, places limits on 
national sovereignty, which until recently was an undisputed organizing principle of the post-WWII order.  The Right of 
Peoples to Peace, listing the many fundamental obligations of states to fulfill the peoples’ sacred right to peace, is a draft 
declaration that may one day gain the same status the Universal Declaration of Human Rights holds today.  The ongoing 
Nonviolent Revolutions in the Arab world (after the successful Yellow, Orange, Velvet and other nonviolent ‘color’ 
revolutions) prompts many to appreciate anew the power of strategic and disciplined nonviolent action.  In fact, a recent 
study of insurgencies between 1900 and 2006 found that nonviolent campaigns were twice as likely to succeed than violent 
insurrections.i   And the recent UN focus on the important (but oft-forgotten) potential contribution of Civilian Capacities in 
the aftermath of war and violent conflict— is another reminder of the new recognition that no one ‘actor’ (not even the 
powerful military) can do it alone. 
   
This article is about new efforts to establish and scale up unarmed civilian peacekeeping, a relatively new phenomenon that 
has emerged in the midst of these shifts.  A companion article by the same author, on peacekeeping as a commons, can be 
found in KOSMOS. Fall | Winter 2011.  
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